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 The Bermuda Pilot Gig Club was 
formed in August of 2015.

Its Vision is to make gig rowing and 
racing a popular activity in Bermuda 
by engaging all sectors of the 
community and age groups, thereby 
providing healthy activity and a new 
sport for the enjoyment of all.
This is done by providing gigs, 
coaching, regattas and other 
activities.

We are succeeding beyond our 
expectations. We obtained funding for 
6 gigs, which we house at the East End 
Mini Yacht Club in St. Georges, the 
Spanish Point Boat Club and Dockyard. 
The boats are used mornings and 
evenings during the week and again on 
Saturday and Sunday. We currently 
have 140 rowing members who range 
from people in their 70’s, who 
participate in social rowing (still great 
exercise) to younger crews who are 
looking to compete locally and at 
international events.

Having established that gig rowing is 
attractive as an activity and a sport in 
Bermuda, we are now looking to 
purchase three more gigs. This will 
enable us to attract more rowers and 
develop friendly rivalry for our 
regattas.

Last year, with our six gigs, we held 
an international regatta with 90 
overseas rowers participating and a 
similar number of local rowers. The 
visiting rowers came from the UK, 
Holland and the USA. With nine gigs, 
we are planning an even bigger event 
in 2018.

By way of explanation, our gigs are 32 
feet long with six oars. They are 
seagoing and are almost exactly the 
same design as the pilot gigs used in 
Bermuda for hundreds of years. They 
were raced to approaching ships to  
secure the job of piloting the ship 
through Bermuda’s reefs.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Call or Text:  +1-441-707-1044 

Email:  gigrowingbermuda@gmail.com  

Facebook:  Bermuda Pilot Gig Club 

Gig racing in Hamilton Harbour
Circa 1910

Winning boat in our Cup Match Race

We feel our pilot gig initiative speaks 
to;
- Our Cultural Heritage
- The development of our youth
- Health and fitness

Cultural Heritage
Pilot Gigs are an important part of 
Bermuda’s multi-racial history. In 
addition to our sporting events, the 
gigs are used for reenactments and we 
have created a tourist experience, 
thereby contributing to Bermuda’s 
cultural tourism appeal.

Youth and Sport
Pilot gig racing is fast becoming an 
international sport for which 
Bermuda’s waters are ideally suited. 
The sport is open to everyone from 
schoolchildren to senior citizens. It 
promotes the development of ‘team 
spirit’, self esteem and fitness. It is a 
grass roots sport which has broad 
appeal for all segments of the 
community. We are talking with 
schools with a view to having our 
schoolchildren introduced to rowing 
and we have worked with Raleigh 
Bermuda to introduce rowing in to 
their programme.

Health and Fitness
The Bermuda Diabetes Association has 
recognized the importance of gig 
rowing as a unique and exciting 
alternative in helping people pursue a 
healthy lifestyle and preventing the 

onset of diabetes. They consequently 
provided funding for one of our gigs as 
did Argus and Colonial.

One fully kitted out gig can be landed 
in Bermuda for $22,000. Companies or 
individuals wishing to sponsor a 
complete gig could have their name 
and logo on the hull of the boat. We 
can break the $22,000 down into 
smaller sponsorship amounts as 
follows;

The basic boat          $16,000
One oar (six per boat)   $750
Removable cushion 
(seven per boat)     $60
Set of thole pins (oar locks)         $75
Launching trolley (set of two) $1,000         

We are looking to raise $66,000 in 
total.

We are hoping that you will support 
us through specific sponsorship, as 
described above, or by making a 
donation to our funding, which we 
will aggregate to purchase a gig.




